
November 25-December 1, 2024 

Ether 12–15 

“BY FAITH ALL THINGS ARE FULFILLED” 
 

 

Ether 12. The prophet Ether exhorts the people to believe in God—Moroni recounts the 
wonders and marvels done by faith—Faith enabled the brother of Jared to see Christ—The 
Lord gives men weakness that they may be humble—The brother of Jared moved Mount Zerin 

by faith—Faith, hope, and charity are essential to salvation—Moroni saw Jesus face to face. 
 

Ether 13. Ether speaks of a New Jerusalem to be built in America by the seed of Joseph—He prophesies, is cast out, 
writes the Jaredite history, and foretells the destruction of the Jaredites—War rages over all the land. 
 
Ether 14. Ether speaks of a New Jerusalem to be built in America by the seed of Joseph—He prophesies, is cast out, 

writes the Jaredite history, and foretells the destruction of the Jaredites—War rages over all the land. 

 

Ether 15. Millions of the Jaredites are slain in battle—Shiz and Coriantumr assemble all the people to mortal 

combat—The Spirit of the Lord ceases to strive with them—The Jaredite nation is utterly destroyed—Only 

Coriantumr remains. 

 
 

How may I increase 
in confidence to 
see my God? 

Seeing God as the 
brother of Jared did 

reflects the goodness and faith of the 
viewer. God revealed himself to Moses, 
(Moses 1:1–11), Jacob saw God face-to-
face and named the place Peniel, 
(Genesis 32:30), Ether the prophet saw 
God face-to-face, (Ether 12:38–39) the 
occasion is repeated in (Moses 7:2–4), 
Prophets saw God face-to-face, (Abraham 

3:11), (Joseph Smith—History 1:15–17) Men 
should prepare to meet God during their 
lives (Alma 34:32) The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints also shares 
that seeing God deeply requires asking 
God and then acting. This includes asking 
to see others as God does, and then 
loving, serving, and affirming their worth. 
 
How is my hope for a better world? 
The Hebrew phrase tikkun olam means 
"repairing the world" and is a principal 
belief in Judaism that conveys a sense of  

 
hope for a better world. Classical Jewish 

texts teach that performing of ritual 

mitzvot (good deeds, commandments) is 
a means of tikkun olam, helping to perfect 

the world, and that the performance of 

more and more mitzvot will hasten the 
coming of the Messiah and the years of 

Messiah’s reign. This belief dates back at 

least to the beginning of the Talmudic 
period. A quote by Rabbi Shim'on bar 

Yochai (2nd Century CE sage), is a 

suggestion that the Jewish people will be 
redeemed when every Jew observes 

Shabbat twice in all its details. (See 

Talmud, Shabbat 118b) Please consider 
how significant the crucifixion and 

atonement sequence was when Jesus 

was crucified before the high-day Sabbath 
of Passover, followed by the regular 

weekly Sabbath, two Sabbaths! Religious 

Jewish thinking expects that in the 
messianic era (Millenium) there will be no 

injustice or exploitation a state 

comparable with tikkun olam. (See Talmud, 

Brachot 57bb) 
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What are Jerusalem pilgrimages? 
In Judaism, one of the commandments is 
to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem three 
times a year. Once is in the Spring 
celebrating being delivered from Egypt. 
That is called Passover. The second is 
fifty days later, the celebration of Shavuot. 
It is in commemoration of receiving the 
Law of Moses. It is also the time the 
“Spirit or the gift of the Holy Ghost” was 
given after Jesus’ atonement. The third is 
called Sukkot. It is celebrating the journey 
through the wilderness, eventually arriving 
in the promised land. These were done in 
Old Jerusalem, and now after several 
utter destructions of the Holy City, it is 
done in the newly rebuilt Jerusalem. 
“Jerusalem occupies a very special place 
in the Jewish religion. It is, of course, 
often mentioned in the Bible, in a historical 
and poetical context. It is sometimes 
given a quasi-mystical character and is 
frequently used to signify all of Israel or all 
of Judaism. Because of its special 
holiness, Jerusalem is treated differently 
from other cities by the sages. There 
could be no permanent ownership of 
property in the city; its ritual purity had to 
be protected, and so no burial sites were 
allowed within the city walls.” “While the 
Temple stood, Jews were expected to 
make three pilgrimages there each year --- 
on Passover, Sukkot, and Shavuot. Many 
still make these pilgrimages, using the 
opportunity to mourn the destruction of the 
Temple.” 
 
What are some ways to distinguish 
between Old and New Jerusalem? 
“Jerusalem [is the] capital of the State of 
Israel and spiritual center for most of the  
western world. Jerusalem is more than just 
a physical grouping of stone buildings and 
ancient walls spreading out over the 
Judean hills: it is the Holy City, symbol of 
universal peace and redemption for over 
3,000 years.” “Jerusalem has since had 
many names, reflective of the love and 
reverence of its admirers, including ‘God's 

City,’ ‘Faithful City,’ and ‘The Beautiful 
City.’” (Encyclopedia Judaica Jr.) The 
imagery of the Holy City, Jerusalem, 
applies to the past, present and future. It 
will, however, be more than just a city, it will 
be the “City of The Lord” with just as sacred 
and caring respect as the “House of The 
Lord.” As there is more than one eternal, 
righteous and one-in-heart “House of The 
Lord,” so will there be more than one 
eternal, righteous and one-in-heart “City of 
The Lord.” “Now many will feel disposed to 
say, that this New Jerusalem spoken of, is 
the Jerusalem that was built by the Jews 
on the eastern continent. But you will see, 
from Revelation 21:2, there was a New 
Jerusalem coming down from God out of 
heaven, adorned as a bride for her 
husband; that after this, the Revelator was 
caught away in the Spirit, to a great and 
high mountain, and saw the great and holy 
city descending out of heaven from God. 
Now there are two cites spoken of here. As 
everything cannot be had in so narrow a 
compass as a letter, I shall say with brevity, 
that there is a New Jerusalem to be 
established on this continent, and also 
Jerusalem shall be rebuilt on the eastern 
continent (see Book of Mormon, Ether 13:1-

12). ‘Behold, Ether saw the days of Christ, 
and he spake also concerning the house of 
Israel, and the Jerusalem from whence 
Lehi should come; after it should be 
destroyed, it should be built up again, a 
holy city unto the Lord, wherefore it could 
not be a New Jerusalem, for it had been in 
a time of old.’” (Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, Section Two 1834-37 p.86)  
 
What helps me imagine cities of the 
Lord? 
“As we have heard, so have we seen in the 
city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our 
God: God will establish it forever.” (Psalms 

48:8) “I will early destroy all the wicked of 
the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers 
from the city of the LORD.” (Psalms 101:8) 

“The sons also of them that afflicted thee 
shall come bending unto thee; and all they 



that despised thee shall bow themselves 
down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall 
call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of 
the Holy One of Israel.” (Isaiah 60:14) “And 
he spake also concerning the house of 
Israel, and the Jerusalem from whence 
Lehi should come--after it should be 
destroyed it should be built up again, a holy 
city unto the Lord; wherefore, it could not be 
a new Jerusalem for it had been in a time 
of old; but it should be built up again, and 
become a holy city of the Lord; and it 
should be built unto the house of Israel.” 
“The city of the Lord is different wherein we 
seek not only that which is better, but that 
which is best. Filled as our city is with 
people who are increasingly of one heart 
and of one mind and who are moved by the 
same basic beliefs, there is need for less 
and less in the way of structure to see that 
people do their duty toward each other. 
Here we do not divert people from their 
own labors into wasteful secondary tasks; 
basic love and honesty obtain increasingly 
between our people.” (Neal A. Maxwell, Of 

One Heart, p.38) In an overview of God’s 
dealings with his chosen people, the 
Children of Israel in ancient times knew 
Him first, lived in the “Camp of Zion” and 
had a city of the Lord. The tribe of Judah 

from Old Jerusalem provided the Kings, 
the leadership at that time. From Judah’s 
line came the King of Kings. In our present 
time, the leadership is with Joseph, who 
received the keys of Temple worship, 
builds and uses these Houses of the Lord 
to bind us together and prepare us for His 
future return. One of the places he returns 
to is New Jerusalem, Adam Ondi Ahman. 
He will also appear in Old Jerusalem made 
new and the Jews, waiting for their King of 
Kings will recognize Him as the Holy One 
their forefathers knew. Have faith! All 
things will be fulfilled as the prophets told 
us.  

 
On whose clock am I living? 
“I saw Adam in the valley of Adam-Ondi-
Ahman. He called together his children and 
blessed them with a patriarchal blessing. 
The Lord appeared in their midst, and he 
(Adam) blessed them all, and foretold what 
should befall them to the latest generation.” 
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

Section Four 1839-42 p.158) “And when 
these things come, bringeth to pass the 
scripture which saith, there are they who 
were first, who shall be last; and there are 
they who were last, who shall be first.” 
(Ether 13:12) 

 


