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“I Will Write It in
Their Hearts”
===========================================================================================================
Jeremiah 16;  Utter ruin of the Jews foreseen—Israel rejected and scattered for serving false gods— Fishers and hunters shall gather them again, and they shall serve

the Lord—Gospel to be restored for last time.

Jeremiah 23;  The remnants of Israel shall be gathered in the last days—King Messiah (the Branch) shall reign in righteousness—False prophets who teach lies

shall be cursed.

Jeremiah 29;   Jeremiah tells Jews in Babylon to prepare for seventy years of captivity—Those remaining in Jerusalem shall yet be scattered—Shemaiah prophesies

falsely and is cursed.

Jeremiah 31;  In the last days, Israel shall be gathered—Ephraim has the birthright as the firstborn—The Lord will make a new covenant with them, to be

inscribed in the heart—Then shall they all know the Lord..

==========================================================================================================

Who is the Deliverer?  The first Passover was Israel’s great deliverance from Egypt.  The entire
massive exodus exercise was to be Israel’s greatest lesson in recognizing the Lord’s hand in their
deliverance.  Yet, when the Israelites complained about many things including the lack of water,
they turned to Moses to fulfill their needs.  “. . . and he said unto them . . . must we fetch you
water out of this rock?” (N u m b e rs  20:6-10)   Moses dramatically fulfilled their need!  Yet, both he

and the children of Israel became “blind sided” by the obvious outward appearance of this miracle.  They soon
forgot or were unable to recognize the “Rock of Salvation” and the “Fountain of Living Waters.”  Subsequently,
every one of them, (with the exception of Joshua and Caleb), were also unable to enter the promised land.

Higher or Lesser Law?  Could it be that they set a pattern into motion wherein they preferred to follow Moses the
man rather than Jehovah the Lord?  Were they saying, “Moses, let God talk to you, and you’ll talk to us?”  Again,
unable to recognize that with higher responsibilities (statutes) they would receive higher rewards (judgments), they
chose a lesser way, resulting in many written commandments, rules and regulations.  Instead of relying on the
“Rock of Salvation,” the pattern of self-sufficiency became the millstone of Israel - each time they forgot the Lord,
they were on their own. They turned down the higher statutes (commandments) and lost the highest judgments
(rewards) God wanted to give them.  “Wherefore I gave them also statutes that were not good, and judgments
whereby they should not live; And I polluted them in their own gifts . . .”  (Eze kie l 20:25-26)

Wandering Jews:  The children of Israel wandered first for forty years and later wandered and became scattered
and desolate throughout the world.  Wandering from place to place, has been one of the major components of
Jewish history.  The Diaspora Museum in Tel Aviv plots the far-flung dispersion of Jews throughout the world.  It
includes references to many people claiming to be of the House of Israel (including Mormons).  The museum is also
chronicling the gathering of Israel as more than five million have made their way back to the land of their
inheritance.  

Another Great Exodus:  There must be a gathering going on because when I was born in 1941, there were a few
hundred thousand Jews in what was to become the land of Israel.  Alone, in the last ten years, almost a million Jews
have gathered.  Most of them were from the north, Russian-speaking Jews.  There were months when over twenty
thousand Russian immigrants were landing in Israel.  Mobile homes were hastily bought and built to accommodate
them.  Many of those mobile homes were built under the direction of a Latter-day Saint, Fred Huckvale of
California (Joseph was blessing Judah!).  

Fulfilling Prophecies:  During that peak arrival period, the brethren in a Jerusalem Branch priesthood meeting
were discussing Jeremiah’s prophecy:  “Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be
said, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;  But, The LORD liveth, that
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brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and
I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers.”  ( J e re m ia h  16:14-15)

The Work of Gathering:  This exodus from the Diaspora, when viewed in its complete scope, will be greater than
the exodus from Egypt.  The State of Israel has special emissaries assigned throughout the world to assist the Jews
in gathering to Israel.  This is a frustrating thing to some religious Jews.  They feel that the State of Israel should be
established by the Lord through a Messiah.  They have strong traditions (mentioned in previous lessons) of a latter-
day “Messiah ben Joseph, a Joseph, son of Joseph, who would receive the keys of the gathering of Israel and restore
Temple worship.”

Two Simultaneous Great Gatherings:  A parallel gathering is taking place since the keys of the gathering of Israel
were restored to the Prophet Joseph Smith Jr. during Passover week in 1846.  Special emissaries are also assigned
throughout the world to find and assist the “Blood of Israel” to gather to the Lord.  The scope of this gathering is
the greatest gathering the world has ever known.  Calculating for a moment, we see that just before Prophet and
President David O. McKay was leading the Lord’s work there was one Mormon for every 100,000 persons on the
earth.  Now, Prophet and President Gordon B. Hinckley is leading the Lord’s work with one Mormon for every 600
persons on the earth!  These eye-opening statistics are fruits of the Lord’s work.

Coming Home–Spiritually:  On one hand, the Jews, without knowing the Lord, are making an exodus from the
far-flung reaches of the world and are being gathered home.  On the other hand, throughout the world, Latter-day
Saints are making an exodus from not knowing the Lord and are being gathered to an eternal home.  They are
striving to follow the modern prophets who, like the ancient prophets, wanted them to know the Lord.  Their
response is in being worthy to know the law in their hearts, without having to be told by many commandments,
rules and regulations.  “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel, and with the house of Judah:  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After
those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my people.  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them,
saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  ( J e re m ia h  31:31-33)

The Time Has Arrived:  “. . . when the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has set his hand again the second
time to recover the remnants of his people . . . and with them to bring in the fulness of the Gentiles, and establish
that covenant with them, which was promised when their sins should be taken away.  See Isaiah 6: Romans 6:25, 26
and 27, and also Jeremiah 31: 31, 32 and 33.  This covenant has never (before) been established with the house of
Israel, nor with the house of Judah . . .”    (T e a c h in g s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t  Jo s e p h  Sm ith , Se c t io n  O n e  1830-34 P g .14)

Lesser and Higher, Both in Gathering and in the Law:  That covenant is made with the Holy One, who in
mortality was saved from an annihilation order by fleeing to Egypt.  In an eternal scope, He has become our great
deliverer.  We are in the midst of the “Last Passover,” a greater deliverance and the restoration of the highest
statutes and judgments.  The first Passover, led by a prophet, gave us the “Lesser Laws,” written in stone.  The last
Passover, again led by a prophet, is giving us the “Higher Law,” written in our hearts.  The old and new laws are
again like a chiasmus, with the Savior’s ministry and subsequent atonement as the center, the turning point, linking
the lesser and higher laws.
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